
The Empty Tomb 
An Easter Family Celebration

This Easter, with our 
church buildings being 
empty, why 
not really focus on and 
celebrate the empty 
tomb!  We’ve put 
together a family 
devotional activity for 
Easter Sunday. We’ve 
tried to use simple items 
that you’d have at home!  

	 MATERIALS


• Playdough -  see 
recipe


• Tray or cardboard for 
base


• Dead leaves, various 
greenery and flowers


• Children’s Bible


Playdough Recipe 

Ingredients: Cornflour, Hair 

Conditioner, Food Colouring 

(Optional) 

Method: Ratio = one part 

conditioner to two parts 

cornflour(1/3 cp conditioner 

to 2/3 cp cornflour is enough 

for a small batch) 

Mix it together with your 

hands until smooth. Add 

more cornflour if the mixture 

is too sticky, or more 

conditioner if it is too dry. 

Add a few drops of food 

colouring and continue to 

mix through

“Let us make this Easter profoundly memorable by celebrating the “empty tomb,” by 

letting our sacred gathering places remain empty as testimony that lives are being 

saved in doing so. The empty tomb, after all, marked the beginning of the 

Resurrection. Let’s linger over it this year; let’s revel in it.”  - William P. Brown, 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, USA 
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Directions 
1. Go outside as a family with a basket or bowl to gather various dead leaves, 

greenery and flowers from your garden


2. Line your tray or cardboard with paper as your base


3. Together make an empty tomb by shaping your playdough into a tomb with a 
rolled-away stone (if you have a real stone in your garden that would work as 
well!)


4. Place your empty tomb on the base and “decorate” the garden around the empty 
tomb with the dead leaves. You could even add some dirt or smaller stones


5. Then, fill your empty tomb with signs of life; greenery and flowers! We decided 
to make a “trail of life” coming out of the empty tomb into the world!


6. When you are finished making your “empty tomb & Resurrection garden”, read 
the Easter story from your family’s favourite version of the bible (Jesus 
Storybook Bible, pg. 310-317 or The Beginner’s Bible, pg. 453-458, or other)


7. Together reflect on these questions and take turns sharing your responses: 


“Where have we experienced life together as a family so far during 
“lockdown?”


“How might we share life with our neighbours during this time of lockdown 
and beyond?” 


8. Then, decide on one thing you will do together as a family to share the 
“resurrection life” that we know in Jesus Christ (e.g.: write a message of hope 
on the sidewalk that others will see when walking by, designate one charity to 
donate the petrol money you might be saving at the moment, etc.)


9. In closing, pray together using the “Empty Tomb Prayer”.

“Empty Tomb Prayer” 
God of Resurrection Life 

Remind us of the surprising joy that is 
found at the empty tomb. 

In these days at home with one 
another, surprise us over and over 
again with joy and fill our homes and 
our hearts with the life we have 
because of your Son, our risen Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Amen!
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