
AN EASTER JOURNEY for families to share 

HILLTOP FAMILY CHURCH (Flagstaff, Dunedin) March 2013 

 

HTFC is held once a month on a 

Sunday evening 5-7:30 including a 

catered meal. We begin with ‘church’ 

from 5-6pm and this usually includes 

craft, singing, prayer and Bible 

storytelling in interactive ways and 

often games too. In March 2013 the 

team planned an interactive walk-

through Easter story with 5 stations 

for the events of Jesus life from Palm 

Sunday to resurrection.  

There were about 45 people all ages 

and stages of understanding of 

Christian faith. 

Basic idea came from http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/script-for-easter-

prayer-stations.html 5 creative prayer stations for each part of the Easter story.  At the 

end is a script for use with a large group.  

 

WHOLE SERVICE Outline (Followed by fuller description. Feel free to use/adapt.) 

ARRIVE and WELCOME: Giant Easter word searches for families to do as they 

arrive until ready to start.  

Recap the story of Easter with the Egg citing Easter carton - made the previous 

year by each family to take home. Invite 6 children up to front to open each egg. 

5 STATIONS- Palm Sunday together then families went on in groups at timed 

intervals. A leader at each station introduced the next part of story and guided 

them through a brief activity.  

1. Palm Sunday story, parade and a Hosanna banner craft. 

2. The Last Supper 

3. Garden of Gethsemane 

4. Crucifixion 

5. Resurrection- everyone ended up back in the church to finish their craft and 

then hear the resurrection part of the story together. 

SONGS: How Cool is That (Johnny Burns) 

     I’m gonna clap my hands to say I love you (Doug Horley) 

PRAYER – party popper style! 

GRACE AND DINNER 

http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/script-for-easter-prayer-stations.html
http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.co.uk/2012/03/script-for-easter-prayer-stations.html


Introduction to Easter Stations: 

We’re going to do something a bit 

different at Hilltop Family Church 

today, as you know our theme is 

???? 

We are going to walk around some 

Stations about Easter; these are 

stations that tell part of the story of 

the last week of Jesus’ life. 

At each station will be one of the 

leaders and they will tell you that 

part of the story, there may be 

something to touch, to see, to taste 

or to do. 

It’s not a race around, take your time at each station, listen to what the leader is 

telling you, it’s okay to ask questions and just have a wee think at each station 

about Jesus – how was he feeling at each of these parts of his life?? 

We’ll be going in smaller groups, so I’ll sort that out closer to the time and we’ll 

all end up back here in the church.  Parents please don’t let your children go on 

ahead, keep together and slow down and really explore each station. 

 

STATION 1: Palm Sunday  

Our first station is altogether here in the church.  Today is actually a very special 

day and has a special name – anybody know what that might be???  (Palm 

Sunday). 

It is called Palm Sunday – and you’ll see why shortly. 

In our Bibles we find the story in Luke 19:  37 – 38. 

EXPLAIN: with a few ppts to illustrate  (choose from google images ones that suit 

the underlined words) 

(PPT 1) 

It begins with Jesus and his friends/disciples travelling to Jerusalem.  The city 

was going to have a big celebration called Passover that would last for the whole 

week.   

(PPT 2) 

While they were travelling they came to a place called the Mount of Olives, they 

stopped there and Jesus gave his disciples some special instructions  

“Go into that village over there, as you enter it you will see a young donkey tied 

there that no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  If anyone asks why 

are you untying that donkey?  Just say the lord needs it.” 



(PPT 3) 

So the disciples went into the village and sure enough there was young donkey 

tied up, they untied it and took it to Jesus. 

Why do you think Jesus wanted a donkey – why didn’t he ask for a horse, which 

would be much bigger, faster and better to carry Jesus – a King! 

In those times a peaceful King would ride a donkey – to show the people he was 

peaceful and looking for a war or a battle.  

So Jesus asked for a donkey. 

(PPT 4)  

They put coats on its back so that Jesus would have a nice soft seat as he rode 

the donkey into Jerusalem. 

Word had begun to spread quickly in town that Jesus was coming; he had 

become quite famous because people had heard about his healing the sick and 

even raising the dead.   

(PPT 5) 

As Jesus entered the town, a large crowd had gathered, lining the streets waiting 

to see Jesus ( a bit like our Santa Parade), as they saw Jesus coming towards 

them riding on the donkey they threw their coats on the road in front of Jesus, 

they cut branches from the palm trees and waved them and they began to shout  

(PPT 6) 

“Hosanna!  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord” 

It must have looked like a very exciting parade through the streets of Jerusalem, 

but as exciting as it was the people thought that Jesus was going to be a King 

here on Earth, live in a palace and everything would be alright.  They didn’t 

realize that Jesus  that Jesus was going to make his kingdom in Heaven, and 

even though the people were shouting Hosanna right now, they changed their 

minds about Jesus later on – because He wasn’t going to be the kind of King they 

wanted. 

 

OR:  The crowds were following Jesus, the leaders of the people were angry – 

see how all the people follow Jesus, they do not follow us anymore.  We must get 

rid of Jesus they said> 

The good news is that Jesus is King!  He is the King of Kings and the Lord of 

Lords, today we are going to shout Hosanna – which means Save now – that is 

why we shout Hosanna – because Jesus saves – and only Jesus can save. 

(PPT 7) HOSANNA! 

On Palm Sunday in lots of different churches all over the world people act out 

Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey – and that’s what we are going to do 

today as well. 



 

ACTION:  

Actors for: 

 A donkey 

 Jesus 

 Jesus friends/disciples 

 Crowd – need a palm 

branch, maybe put 

some jackets on so 

you can take them off 

to lay down on the 

road in front of Jesus. 

 Couple of people to go 

ahead of Jesus with 

our Hosanna Banner 

(PPT 8) 

And we’re going to shout “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the 

Lord” 

Dress up characters, everyone else line the aisle with branches and some with 

coats. Donkey and Jesus move slowly down the aisle while everyone shouts and 

cheers and waves branches etc 

 

CRAFT ACTIVITY ongoing 

While the first group of families move off to the next station, the rest of the 

families begin to decorate their material ‘patch’ with a design and sequins that 

will be sewn on later to the big “Hosanna banner’  

 

PHOTO of finished banner 



 

STATION 2: The Last 

Supper  

(Low table, cloth, pottery 

plate and cup, large bowl and 

towel to the side, (no water 

necessary) pita breads to put 

on the plate for each group, 

(no wine necessary) quiet 

music playing- optional) 

Welcome group to sit down 

around the low table and 

cushions. 

 

EXPLAIN:  

 How Jesus and his friends got ready for a special meal together. 

 Hired room and no servants. 

 Who would wash their feet- necessary after walking on the dusty stinky 

roads? 

 Disciples didn’t want to do it- a lowly job 

 Jesus surprised them all by taking the towel, wrapping it around his waist 

and kneeling down and washing each of his friends’ feet. (Leader takes the 

towel and acts this out while explaining- no water necessary)  

 Then he said ‘I did this to show you how much I love you. I want you to 

love each other and serve each other in the same way. Put other people 

first, before yourselves.” 

 Act out the Last supper simply- put some pita breads on the plate, take one 

and break it. Hold up the cup. 

 Tell it with actions and using words from ‘The Beginners Bible’ p442- 445 or 

‘The Jesus Storybook Bible’ p292  

 

ACTION: 

Invite the group, one by one, to take a piece of bread and GIVE it to someone 

else. We are practicing what Jesus told his disciples to do “put others first.’ When 

everyone has got a piece of bread eat it quietly thinking about ways that you 

could keep on putting your friends and family FIRST and by doing that, showing 

them that you love them. Ask Jesus to help you when it is hard to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STATION 3:  

The Garden of Gethsemane  

Garden scene with plants, rocky path 

and big rocks and ‘a pool. 

Bowl of pebbles or glass gemstones 

 

 

EXPLAIN: 

 How Jesus went out to a favourite place with his disciples to pray 

 They went to sleep 

 He prayed to God about the hard things he was going to face. 

 He didn’t want to but he obeyed God and asked for his help 

 God was with Jesus and helped him in this hard time 

 You may like to use a reading from a Bible  

ACTION: 

Think about hard things that you have to do sometime. Remember that God will 

help you just like he did Jesus.  

Take a small stone and put it into the pool asking God for his help with the hard 

things of life. 

 

STATION 4: The Crucifixion   

 

Gazebo set up outside with wooden 

forms to sit on and a large wooden 

cross on the ground, nails of different 

sizes, hammers, red pieces of paper 

and pens 

 Jesus was arrested, put on trial 

and then sentenced to death 

even though he had never done 

anything wrong. He was nailed 

to a wooden cross which was 

the horrible way that Romans 

killed people in those days. 

 Pass around a nail. What does it make you feel to hear that Jesus died? 

 Christians believe that Jesus died so that we can be forgiven for all the 

wrong we have done. He took the punishment in our place. 

 You could read parts of The Jesus Storybook Bible p303-306 



ACTION: 

Have you ever done something wrong that you are sorry for? Tell God about it 

silently in your head. Take a piece of red paper and write your name on it, nail it 

to the cross as a sign that Jesus takes your wrongdoing on himself. 

 

STATION 5: The Resurrection 

When everyone is back together again begin the last section. The earlier groups 

will need to finish their “Hosanna banner’ craft but the later groups will have 

finished before setting off to Station 2. 

EXPLAIN: 

We have journeyed through the whole last week of Jesus life. From the shouts of 

‘Hosanna’ through the puzzling words and events of the last Supper and the 

Garden then the horrible events of his trial and death. Jesus friends were very 

very sad and scared but now we come to the most exciting part of the story! 

I am going got read it from the Bible and while I do think 

about what colours you would use if you were painting or 

drawing this scene?  

Read Luke 24 v 1-10 The Good News or Contemporary 

English Version 

Jesus is alive! Just as he had promised. He did it! He 

overcame death and all evil forever and ever! 

What colours did you think of? 

For one last time let’s think about the WHOLE Easter story by using a special bag 

of colours. Andrew is going to use the bag while I tell the story.  

The Easter Bag from Kidsreach  

(A bag that starts with purple and goes 

through 5 colours as it keeps getting turned 

inside out.)  

PURPLE= the colour of Kings 

When Jesus rode the donkey into town the 

people shouted and cheered for him like a 

King. They hoped he would come to save 

them. 

BLACK= the dark night when Jesus was 

betrayed and put on trial 

Jesus friends were confused. He washed his 

friends’ feet and shared a meal with them. He 

told them it would be his last meal with them. 

They didn’t understand. They went to sleep 



when he was praying in the garden and when the soldiers came and arrested 

Jesus, they ran away.  

Jesus was put on trial and beaten and sentenced to death  

RED= Jesus was crucified 

Red is for the blood that Jesus shed on the cross. He was treated like a criminal 

even though he had never done anything wrong. He didn’t die for himself. He 

died for us. 

‘But God showed his great love for us in this way: Christ died for us while we 

were still sinners.’ Romans 5:8 

WHITE= a new clean beginning 

The angel was at the tomb on Easter Sunday in bright white clothes to say ‘Jesus 

is not here! He has been raised!’ Jesus had overcome all the death and darkness 

in the world and offers us a new beginning. 

If anyone is in Christ there is a new creation. The old things have gone, 

everything is made new! 2 Corinthians 5:17 

YELLOW= hope and resurrection 

When Jesus rose from the dead, it changed the whole world. It was the best and 

greatest day.  

Jesus has made a way for us to be God’s friends forever.   

For God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son so that everyone 

who believes in Him will not die but have eternal life John 3:16 

And that is the colourful GOOD NEWS of EASTER! 

 

SONGS 

How cool is that! (By Johnny Burns from the album ‘How Cool is that!”) 

I’m Gonna Clap my hands to say I love you’  

(From Kids Vineyard Worship) 

 

  



PARTY POPPER PRAYERS 

Give everyone a party popper. Divide the room into 4 sections  

Say the 4 line prayer on the ppt altogether. After each line, one 

section of the room lets off their party poppers, next line, 

next lot of party poppers etc  

 

Thank you Jesus for Easter when 

We remember what you did for us 

(Group 1 let off party poppers) 

 

Thank you Jesus that you died 

then came alive again! 

(Group 2) 

 

Thank you Jesus 

that you are stronger than death.  

You are God! 

(Group 3) 

 

Thank Jesus that you give us new life!  

Life with you forever! 

(Group 4) 

AMEN!  


