
 
April 2016 
 

We’re just about at the end of a busy term 1.  We hope your Easter was spirit-filled and 

a special time of sharing with the children of your church and community.  But before 
you pack your bags for school holidays, have a quick peek at term 2…..  ANZAC is in the 

middle of the holidays so you may like to peruse our Sharing ANZAC with Children 

resource to plan a special all-age celebration on Sunday 24 April. Term 2 offers plenty 
of opportunities for upskilling and networking with others.  And before you know it 

Pentecost will be upon us so check out our Celebrating Pentecost resource. All of these 

are available from our website, or we can email them to you.   
 

We are here to encourage, resource and serve you.   
 

God bless. 

Jill, Cheryl and Kaila 
Your Kids Friendly Team 

 
 

ANZAC Day – 25 April 
This offers wonderful opportunities to encourage intergenerational 

friendships.  Why not organise an all age worship celebration on 

Sunday 24th?  Introduce your war veterans to your children and let 
them share their stories.  The ANZAC weekend is also a good time to 

explore how we can bring more peace to the world and give thanks for 

our peaceful country.  For lots of ideas download our Kids Friendly 

resource  Sharing ANZAC with Children.  
  

 

Mothers Day – 8 May 
If you're planning to use this opportunity to thank and honour the 
many “Mums” of your church then you may enjoy this small ‘bouquet’ 

of ideas and resources and check out our Pinterest page.  Remember 

that Mother's Day can be a difficult time for some.  Women who can't 
be mothers sometimes avoid church on Mother's Day. Those who no 

longer have mums or have been neglected or abused by their mothers 

may find this “celebratory” day painful too. 
  

 

Celebrating Pentecost – 15 May 
Pentecost, often referred to as our church’s birthday, is a wonderful 
celebration that lends itself to multi-age worship, church birthday 

parties, “messy church” and other festive events.  Our Celebrating 

Pentecost resource is a “pick ‘n mix” of creative ideas, activities, all 

age worship services, stories, dramas, prayers, games, arts and crafts 
with links to lots of outstanding web resources. 

  

 

 

Fave Finds 
Kaila highly recommends this book by Rev Rebecca Kirkpatrick. “It’s 

the product of years of experience.  She unpacks Christian education 

and formation in a helpful way that guides leaders of children and 

youth to formulate ministry goals beyond "WHAT ARE WE GOING TO 
DO NEXT WEEK???" Try not to be overwhelmed by it. Take one step at 

a time and congratulate yourself on the areas you've already 

accomplished.”  Read more….   
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Kids Friendly Blog:   
Jennie McCullough, children, youth and families ministry leader at 
Knox Presbyterian Church in Waitara shares her extensive experience 

in discipling and mentoring young leaders. “Servant leadership is key 

to growing disciples. Those who are established in faith are called to 

disciple and mentor those new to faith.  Many understand this, but 
few do it, often claiming they don’t know how…Really all that is 

required is for the more mature person of faith to journey with the 

beginner Christian.”  Click here to read more….  
 

 

 

Moving your church – embedding an intergenerational 

culture in your church 
Jill shared this keynote message at Kidsreach Sydney: “Becoming an 
intergenerational church is a journey.  Intergenerational is not a 

programme.   Intergenerational is a practise.  And like any practise it 

takes a long time to perfect and embed it as an ethos into the 
congregational culture.”  Click here to listen to the mp3 or read her 

talk. 
  

 

You can share too…. 
We’d love to hear what’s working for you. What did you do over 

Easter? Before that gets completely filed away for next year we’d love 

to add it to our resource bank for sharing with others next year.  And 
anytime you have a story or resource to share, please contact us. 

  

 

Kids Friendly Training and Networking 
If you’d like training for your leaders this year check out the topics of 
workshops we offer.  We’re also happy to design a workshop 

specifically for your church.  Think about booking it in now as our 

diaries fill up pretty fast.  Our next Kids Friendly training events:  
Napier on Saturday 16 April 

Blenheim on Friday 29 April and Saturday 30 April 

Tauranga (Kaimai Presbytery) on Saturday 14 May 

Dunedin (South Island Ministry Conference) on Tuesday 17 May 
  

 More Children’s Ministry Training Opportunities: 
  

 

Unlimited Ministry Conference Christchurch – CANCELLED 
Unfortunately this children's ministry conference on 8, 9 April has 

had to be cancelled due to ill health. However David Goodwin of 

Kidsreach will still offer a Children's Ministry Seminar on Sat 9th 
April, 9am-4.30pm at City East Church, Christchurch.  For details 

download a flyer or click here to register. 

David is also offering FREE children’s ministry consultations on 
Wednesday 6th April at City East Church, Christchurch.  Click here to 

book a session. 
  
 

Mission and Ministry With Children Leaders’ Experience 
Are you a leader in Children’s Ministry?  Are you keen to participate in 

“hands-on” mission with children? The children’s ministry team from 

Knox Church Waitara and Opunake Church (Taranaki) invite children’s 
ministry leaders to join one of their “Mission with Children” events:  

For details of dates and locations click here. 
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South Island Ministry Conference: 17-19 May 
This lower South Island Conference encourages and resources all 

kinds of leaders including children’s ministry leaders. This year’s 

theme is “Back to the Future” with keynote speaker Rev Dr Rod 

Thompson (Laidlaw) and a wide range of workshops and networking 
opportunities. To download the brochure and register online click 

here. 
  

 

WAY2GO 2016 - deep faith in a surface world 
Register now for Scripture Union’s Children’s Ministry Leaders’ 

conferences. Auckland: 14 May, Dunedin: 28 May, Wellington: 

11 June.  Find out more here. 
  

  

 

Godly Play Core Training: 20 – 22 June    
This 3-day intensive training introduces participants to the principles 

and practice of Godly Play.  It includes a balance of teaching, 

reflection and practice.  Orewa Baptist Church, Auckland, Read more… 

  
 

Using your Kids Friendly Website and  Social Media 

 Download all the Kids Friendly resources directly from our Kids 
Friendly website.  Just click on Resourcing/Kids Friendly Resources  

 Check out our Kids Friendly Pinterest page  for loads of amazing 
resources and ideas.   

 “Like” our Kids Friendly facebook page so you can keep up to date 

with Kids Friendly news and post your questions, ideas and 

discussions too. 
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