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A Hospitable Spirit
Last year my enriching sabbatical at Cambridge
University afforded me the chance to explore the
topic of faith formation in children. I read lots
of inspiring books and talked to many informed
people. I was interested
in understanding more
about how we can help
children grow a faith that
sticks through their teens
into adulthood. One of
the keys identified is the
opportunities children have
to “practice Christianity”.
This led me to consider our
Christian practices and
how we enable and encourage
children to experience and participate in these.
The practice of worship is central to being
Christian and Kids Friendly strongly advocates
worship that values and includes children. We
have also developed many resources to help
churches worship effectively with children.
Lynne Baab’s latest book “Joy Together:
Spiritual Practices for Your Congregation”
explores ways to engage congregations in
spiritual (Christian) practices together. While
it’s not written with children specifically in mind,
Lynne’s suggestions can easily include children.
Some of the spiritual practices she covers
are thankfulness, fasting, sabbath keeping,
contemplative prayer and hospitality.
Thanking God for the many blessings in my life
is something I practice every day and encourage
in the children I work with. (See our Kids Friendly
resource “Praying with children” for lots of prayer
ideas). I agree with Lynne that “Prayers of

thankfulness enable us to notice the patterns of
God’s goodness in our lives.”
But it’s the Christian practice of hospitality
that has been on my heart most over the past
few months. I’ve noticed a lack of hospitality in
some of our churches, but I’ve also heard some
wonderful stories of the way other churches
connect with community through the Christian
practice of hospitality. You can read about
St John’s food ministry and the hospitable mission
of the children of Highgate and Ranui as they seek
to make a difference in their communities.
More and more churches are finding that
food and hospitality is central to introducing
the “unchurched” to
worship. One of the
core values of Messy
Church is hospitality
and leaders Honey
Thrupp of Waimana
Presbyterian
and Mike Uttley
of Welcome Bay
confirm that food is
a real draw card for
their communities
participating in
Messy Church.
“Do not forget
to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”
Hebrews 13:2

Blessings. Jill
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A Welcoming Spirit
Angela Goodwin, children’s
ministry leader at St John’s
Presbyterian in Mt Roskill,
Auckland was touched
by our facebook post
“Dear Parents with young
children in church” and
shared her story with us:
The “dear parents”
letter keeps going through
my head. As a parent I
know how hard it sometimes
is to bring young children to church, especially
through their preschool years. However I believe
my perseverance is paying off as I observe the
way my kids just love church!
The church bell rang, and 4-year old Amber
came running out of the crèche, with my 5-year
old daughter Samantha to see who had rung the
bell. That morning it was her sister 6-year old
Jessica with the help of elder, John. Each week
John invites a child to help him ring the bell.
They love it!
Church was about to begin and Jessica,
Samantha and Amber were busily handing out
Messy Church flyers and greeting people in the
church foyer with the adult greeter. They all
looked very happy.
When they joined the service, they didn’t sit
with me, but with the greeter and her two sisters.
I’m not aware that the girls previously knew these
ladies, but that didn’t stop them making new
friends that day.
During worship time, 18 month old Nathan
was in his mum’s arms next to me. Nathan loves
music, so really enjoys this part of our service.
He imitated someone raising their hands! His
mum (and others) melted. She’s having a rough
time at the moment and seeing her young son
worshipping before he can talk, confirmed her
decision to come to church that day. She recalled
the “Dear parents” letter I’d read to her over the
phone that week.

During the children’s talk, Jessica had lots of
answers for minister Colin, and it was my turn to
have a “proud Mummy” moment!
When it was time for the offering, Jessica
hugged the lady taking the offering and then
promptly helped her carry the food donation
basket up to the front. Amber joined in too.
I love seeing these girls serving God.
There was no “Kids Church” that day as it was
a long weekend, so I handed out activity packs for
the children.
Amber, started off colouring, but then decided
it was time to visit people in the congregation for
cuddles.
The scripture reading before the sermon was
familiar and then Jessica reminded me. “Mum,
that’s my memory verse”. Of course! We’d been
saying and singing that verse all week at home!
Jessica heard it whilst busy colouring a picture of
Jonah and the whale.
During the sermon Colin
referred to a bible verse that
Jessica and Samantha had
learnt at school. I noticed
her look up. She was
listening and taking in the
sermon. Colin commented
on how hard it can be for
people to learn memory
verses. Jessica looked up
again shaking her head.
I suspected she was thinking
“It’s easy. I do it all the time.”
She is amazing at learning memory verses.
And then it was the end of our worship
service. Everyone, including children, held hands
in a circle and sang the grace. The children love
being part of this ritual.
I looked around and noticed my girls had
disappeared to help with the morning tea. During
morning tea my girls hugged lots of people
including our minister Colin and John. Wow! My
girls really love church and know that others love
them too.

Kids Friendly Facebook
Ryhan Prasad, minister at Khandallah Presbyterian Church posted this on our Kids
Friendly facebook page: “When my Son Eli saw the Kids Friendly facebook page he said
“Presbyterian Churches are the best Churches around!” It’s hard to argue with that!”
click here

Don’t forget to check out our facebook page and become our friend! Also see
our very user-friendly and resource-packed Kids Friendly website. We update
it regularly with inspiring stories, notice of events and more….

Feasts in the House of St. John
by Nathan Monk

At St. John’s Church in Hastings there is a
running in-house joke that nothing ever happens
without food. We’re
renowned for
serving food at
meetings, after
church services
and at church
events. So it’s
no surprise that
St. John’s would
see food as an
opportunity to
connect with
our community. When a fire destroyed our church
hall a few years back, the congregation rallied
together to build a new hall with a commercial
kitchen to launch our food ministry. Two ministries
have developed: ComCare and Hospitality.
The Comcare team led by Michael Andrews
provides up to 40 nutritious and tasty pre-cooked
meals each week to those in need. The team
are trained to assess the needs of the families
receiving food and see if there are other ways the
church may help. It is not just about feeding the
needy, but also enabling them to live within their
means.
The Hospitality Ministry provides catering for
church and community events such as weddings,
funerals and Alpha meetings.
This has become so successful that each
Wednesday night a dinner is hosted for the

community. After eating, people participate in
small study groups that have used material from
Alpha, Journeys, and other introductory bible
studies. Most weeks see about fifty people of all
ages attend these dinners at a cost of $5 per
head.
Says Michael: “We’ve had people come in off
the street and offer to help because they love
what we are doing. Some have now become a
part of our church or small group community.”
At present over a third of the hospitality team are
non-churched but want to contribute.
And our youth have got right on board with this
ministry. Our youth group meets each Wednesday
and our young (always hungry) people stay for
the community dinner. Unprompted, they decided
to help serve the meals to the adults and now
this is their regular
act of service to the
community. People
let their guard
down when they
share food. It’s a
great time for us
to connect with
our community
in a very nonthreatening way.
The downside is we
are all getting bigger
bellys.

Hospitality for dads
by Heather Walker

Last year the children of St John’s-in-the-city, Wellington,
invited the special men in their lives to St J’s Kids on father’s
day. When the kids and their male guests arrived at church,
they wrote a name tag for their visitor before getting their
own name tag and Kids Order of Service. When the kids left
for their programmes their “dads” went with them to share in
‘joint time’ including a story and games on our theme “armour
of God”. Small group time was followed by morning tea
preparation for the whole congregation (the children do this
once a term). There was a happy buzz as kids iced biscuits,
made fairy bread and fired up the barbeque. A wonderful
sunny morning tea was enjoyed by all in St J’s courtyard.

Love Reaches Out
by Judy Goroncy

What normally comes
to mind when we
think of the word
‘mission’? My
thoughts are
often carried to
various places
overseas – areas
that are in famine
or drought, places
struck by ‘natural’ disasters and other challenging
situations. Often, our children will also think of
such places. How often do we stop to think about
situations closer to home – our country, our
community, our school, our neighbour?
Throughout 2012, Highgate Presbyterian
Church in Dunedin engaged in a parish-wide
reflection on the theme ‘Love at the Margins’, a
theme that was then translated into the children’s
ministry terrain under the banner of ‘Love
Reaches Out’. We have been engaging with the
children around a series of questions like: ‘Who
are the people on the margins?’ ‘How can we be
welcoming and show hospitality to these people?’,
‘What gifts do we have that we can share?’,
‘What gifts might we receive?’ and, perhaps most
importantly, ‘Where is Jesus Christ today?’
Recently, the children of the parish raided the
pantries of 16 houses (of parish folk) to collect
food for our local Presbyterian Support food bank.
They had loads of fun along the way – having
treasure hunts, word puzzles and competitions
to recognise foods that one might require for
certain recipes. Brimming with carloads of food,
the children and the ‘victims’ of the raid came
back to the church for a time of reflection on the
experience. We looked at poverty statistics and
discovered, among other disturbing facts, that

83,000 children go to school hungry every day in
New Zealand. We heard and reflected on a story
about a boy who was willing to share his lunch
(a simple act that ended up feeding 5,000+
people). Together we considered what we could
share to make a difference, and we wrote some
prayers.
There is so much misery around us that we
often don’t know how to start talking about it.
But perhaps that’s part of the difficulty – we talk
about it rather than simply talk with those who
do life on the ‘margins’. Moreover, it seems that
the barriers are often more real for us adults than
for those who, like many children, see ‘the other’
through less-filtered eyes. They have not yet
become indifferent to the promise that God is in
the business of making all things new (something
that my seven-year-old reminded me of tonight),
that the journey which begins with our questions
is worth the risk. We discover that it’s OK to live
with sheer mystery as to how our gifts might
be used by God for whom none is a stranger or
unloved and who has, in the freedom of sheer
grace, invited timid souls like us to participate in
love’s ways in the world.
I’d be happy to talk with
anyone about this
event if they’d like
more information
(judygoroncy@gmail.
com).
See also Highgate’s
Love Reaches Out –
We can make a difference
5-week project for use on
Sunday mornings or at
community programmes.

A Generous Spirit
A generous gesture by the children of Ranui Pacific Island Presbyterian brought joy to Family Works
clients in West Auckland last Christmas.
At the end of the year the church traditionally gives each of its 50 plus Sunday School children a
gift to the value of $30. Last year the children decided to give up their
presents so that gifts could be purchased for needy families instead.
Reverend Pelu Tuai said he had been preaching on the theme of
‘Empty Yourself’ a few months before Christmas. Church leaders
raised the idea with the children who agreed to donate their
Christmas treats to others.
Anne Overton of Presbyterian Support Northern received a
cheque for $1500 from the church to buy presents for Family
Works children. She gave the minister a list of names and ages of
the recipients because the Sunday School children wanted to pray
for the recipients.

